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In regards to those applications and jobsites where seam performance is brought into question on
products where seam performance can be sensitive, the following steps can be utilized to aid the install of
such products:

Sincerely,

Mark Rain
Director QC

Roman R-35 primer is satisfactory for average wallcovering installs. However, where seam
performance is brought into question, R-35 is not an optimal primer in these applications. The
preferred products would be Zinsser Shieldz for new sheetrock applications and Zinsser
Gardz for renovated sheetrock applications.

Heavy-duty clay should be used for these types of applications. Roman 732 HD Clay is one
such product. Roman 774 Clay strippable is also satisfactory, but 732 would be preferred.

No paste dilution should be allowed, and no usage of a pasting machine.

The product should be pasted by roller and “booked” a minimum of 10 minutes. Longer
booking times are allowed and can be beneficial to allow the adhesive to soak in and stabilize.
Increase booking time as needed.

Employ the “Velcro” process for paste installing wallcovering. Michael Krawiec of JATC,
who has demonstrated this at the 2015 WA Tech Track program in Chicago — as well as
several other experienced installers from the NGPP - have advocated this process. This
process utilizes the HD Clay booking of the product, but adds the step of pre-pasting the wall
with HD Clay in the area where the seams will exist. The HD clay should be rolled on the
wall and allowed to dry. The dried clay on the wall provides an additional bond that reinforces
good seam performance.

Do not work the seams heavily after the wallcovering is applied to the wall. Apply gentle and
even pressure for smoothing. Heavily working the seams can push the wet adhesive away
from the seam area degrading the seam bond. It can also stretch the vinyl and encourage
snap-back — which mimics the appearance that the material is “shrinking” and pulling back at
the seam.

Use a seam buster knife for providing the overlap, double cut of wallcovering strips.
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